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Health care, urgent need in Malaysian detention camps
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Health care, urgent need in Malaysian detention camps
by Ko Wild Friday, 29 May 2009 20:50

Chiang Mai (Mizzima) — Detention camps in Malaysia urgently need regular health
care service and preventive measures, a joint action group working for migrant
workers in Malaysia said today.

Because of poor health care in the Juru Immigration detention camp, two Burmese
nationals died on May 12 and 17 respectively. The ‘Network of Action for Migrant in
Malaysia’ (NAMM) issued a statement based on the deaths.

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia must probe the deaths and release the
findings. They must also include their recommendations in the report for the
betterment of health care and sanitation in all the detention camps,” Pranom
Somwong, liaison and relation officer of NAMM told Mizzima.

At least 500 Burmese are being held in this camp. They are suffering from diseases
transmitted by Leptospirosis found in animal waste. Thang Hoih Ping (21) and Sa La
Hin (26) died of these diseases.

The ‘Global Joint Statement’ was released yesterday on this issue by 124 international
organizations, most of them Burmese lobby groups.



In the joint statement, they demanded that the Malaysian government and those
responsible for the deaths pay compensation to the families of the dead.

The statement also demanded that the government expose and take action against
persons responsible for the deaths in accordance with criminal law and hand out due
punishment to them.

Ms. Pranam Somwong, also spokesperson of the NAMM, said that they also sent
official letters to the Public Health Department, Immigration Department and Home
Department besides the Malaysian government to carry out improved work on
sanitation and health care services in all the detention camps across the country.

Moreover, the militia-style armed group RELA has more powers than the police force
in these immigration detention camps thanks to the government’s policy and
resolutions. They have sweeping powers for arresting and searching any suspect at
anyplace and at anytime. But they are not trained personnel, she said.

They have demanded a probe to find out whether RELA is involved in these deaths or
not, she added.

The joint statement of 124 international organizations released yesterday also
demanded regular inspection and supervision of the quality of food and drinking
water being provided in these camps.

There were 1,300 custodial deaths of illegal aliens in Malaysian detention camps in
the last six years. Most of the cases occurred in Immigration detention camps, the 18
December 2008 issue of the Star daily paper reported quoting Datuk NI. Siva
Subramaniam, Chief of Human Rights Commission of Malaysia.

http://mizzima.com/news/regional/2221-health-care-urgent-need-in-malaysian-
detention-camps.html
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Lured into life on a slave ship
Bamrung Amnatcharoenrit
Published: 31/05/2009 at 12:00 AM

They came to Bangkok looking for a better life, but ended up being kidnapped
and forced to work on fishing trawlers

Twenty-one-year-old Sombat arrived at Hua Lamphong railway station in Bangkok
from Surin in the dead of night - broke, tired, hungry and in desperate need of a friend.

The naive young man never suspected that the kind stranger who offered him food,
drink and the prospect of employment would sell him into a life of slavery on a
fishing trawler, during which he had his throat cut, was routinely beaten and forced to
jump ship and swim to a remote Malaysian island to end his living hell.

"At the time, I felt good to find a new friend from the same province in the lonely
capital,” Sombat, now 23, said recalling the meeting at the train station.



Sombat's story is not unique. It is estimated that more than 1,000 Thais have been
lured by human-traffickers to work as slaves on fishing trawlers in the waters of
neighbouring countries, according to Suwan Promphol, director of Provincial
Protection and Occupational Development Centre for Men, which is under the
Ministry of Social Development and Human Security.

Hua Lamphong railway station, Mor Chit bus terminal and Sanam Luang are the
major spots where trafficking gangs try and lure naive travellers in need of money.
Mainly, the targets are from the northeast, and have come to Bangkok to look for job
opportunities. Many know nothing about the capital and have no relatives there.

Eaklak Loomchomkhae, head of the Mirror Foundation's anti-human trafficking
centre, said the business is lucrative. The price of a victim varies, depending on their
physical strength and age. It increases as the slave is passed from agent to agent until
they end up on a fishing trawler.

According to Mr Eaklak, the head-hunter sells the victim to an agent for between
1,000 and 2,000 baht. Then the agent re-sells him to another agent for 7,000 to 10,000
baht. Finally, the victim is sold to the boat owner or the captain. The final price is
between 10,000 and 30,000 baht. The slave markets are at four ports in Samut Sakhon
and Samut Prakan.

There are several ways of luring victims. Commonly, it starts by the poacher gaining
the trust of a wide-eyed "country bumpkin" at a bus station, using tactics of
familiarisation such as saying they are from the same hometown or region.

Then the pampering starts, with food and drink - often including alcohol - and the
promise of a well-paid job. Then, when they are travelling to the promised workplace
or accommodation, the victim is seized by the slaver gangs.

"They are helpless and some don't even have one baht to their name. If someone gives
them the slightest hint of hope, they will jump at it with no hesitation. They are
unaware of the danger lying ahead," Mr Eaklak said.

Mr Suwan said that even men aged 60 are sold to the slavers. Some of them are kept
on a trawling boat for as long as three years.

"They work around the clock seven days a week on board and earn nothing. Their
lives are at risk both from the cruelty of the captain and natural hazards," Mr Suwan
said.

In an interview with the Bangkok Post, five freed workers, including two Cambodians,
recounted similar stories of their imprisonment on the ships. They worked tirelessly
on board and the captains treated them cruelly. Some were beaten brutally with
hammers and metal bars because they could not meet the captain's work demands.
Sombat (not his real name) was one of those victims. The Surin native was seized
when he was 21 years old and worked on board a trawler for 15 months.

"I worked almost 24 hours a day. I had to continuously fix fishing nets for three
straight days. Very exhausted, my head flopped down to sleep," he recalled.



In 2007, he arrived at Hua Lamphong railway station at 3am. His plan was to visit his
mother in Samut Prakan and find a job. At the train station, a man came to chat to him.

He offered him a job and food and told him he also came from Surin.

Sombat believed everything he was told. The head-hunter promised to take Sombat to
his mother's place in Samut Prakan; Sombat accepted the offer. A few hours later, he
found himself in a house owned by a man called Tan, in Samut Sakhon. He protested
but was seized and trapped in a locked room with several other victims - the number
of men locked in the room soon reached 17.

The next morning, all of them were transported to a port in Samut Prakan. The group
was broken up and the men dispatched to different fishing vessels. Separating the men
was intended to stop them banding together and launching a mutiny against the
captain while at sea.

Sombat said one elderly victim's body was found in a fishing net after he fell into the
sea.

"I was almost dead as well. The captain used a knife to slit my throat because I
finished my lunch late. The blood flowed out and I knelt down begging for my life,"
he said, showing the long scar on this throat.

Twice Sombat tried to escape by jumping into the sea. The first time he was captured
immediately. On the second attempt, he floated on a bag used to store fish for half a
day before reaching Tanyong village in Malaysia.

Sombat stayed there for three days, but kept well away from the village, as the trawler
he had escaped from was moored there for re-fueling. He survived on raw papaya and
banana and fresh rainwater.

When the boat left, he went to the village to ask the people for help. He later turned
himself in to police at Cejae port to purposely get arrested so that he could be
deported back to Thailand.

"I didn't know the language, didn't know any English. So I communicated using sign
language," he said.

Another Thai victim and two Laotians also escaped to Cejae port, though from a
different trawler.

Most of victims are now staying at the centre, managed by Mr Suwan. The centre is
compiling evidence in order to lodge a complaint against the slave gang.

Meanwhile, the victims continue to live in fear of revenge killings by the gang in
order to cover up the story.

http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/investigation/1768 1/lured-into-life-on-a-slave-
ship
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Fifty two Burmese nationals pushed from Bangladesh
5/31/2009

Teknaf : Fifty two Burmese nationals, all Muslims, were pushed back by the
Bangladesh Rifles, the country’s border security force to their home lands on
Saturday through border crossing points, said an official report.

Lt. Colonel Abdul Khaleque, Commanding Officer of the BDR’s 42 Rifles Battalion
based in Teknaf said that among the 52 deportees, 20 are children and 10 are women
while the rest are men.

The BDR pushed back 45 of them to Burma from Naitong Hill Point in Teknaf
Township, located on the bank of Naff River, while seven were sent back to Burma
from the Gundum-Taungbro land crossing border point.

The Colonel said recently 400 Muslims from Burma were caught at several border
points after illegally entering Bangladesh. They were subsequently pushed back to
Burma.

Earlier, many Muslim people were pushed back to Burma after Bangladeshi border
security forces stopped them at the border. Most of the Burmese nationals entered
Bangladesh from several border points including Naitong border point on Naff River,
St Martian Island located at the mouth of the Naff River, Nila border point and the
Gundum —Taungbro border points.

The exodus of Muslims from Burma to Bangladesh has increased after the Burmese
junta authorities started to erect barbed wire fences along the border.

Bangladeshi border security forces are closely watching the border after many
Muslims from Arakan state started entering Bangladesh.

Burmese Muslims are entering Bangladesh at a time when the Bangladesh
government is preparing to repatriate Muslim refugees from two refugee camps
located in southern Bangladesh to Burma.

Bangladeshi Foreign Minister Dipu Moni said at a press conference in Dhaka on
Friday that the Burmese military authorities told her during her latest trip that the
country would take back the Burmese Muslim refugees.

During her visit on May 16 and 17, the junta leaders admitted that the Muslim are
Myanmarese and agreed to take them back, she said

She also said the Burmese regime has sought a list from Dhaka on the number of
Muslim Refugees living in Bangladesh as part of the repatriation process.

She observed that the influx of Burmese refugees from Myanmar was not a new
development, rather the Arakan people were continuously intruding into Bangladesh



for a long time.

Her rather candid comments came as the Bangladeshi media reported massive
intrusion of Burma Muslim refugees in Cox's Bazaar and Bandarban districts.

Dipu Moni said the refugee flow would not stop unless Burma military authorities
guaranteed "qualitative change" in Arakan state.

"Muslims from Burma infiltrating has always been there. They have been coming
continuously," she said.

http://www.narinjara.com/details.asp?id=2199
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